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Looking east from St. Mary’s Church tower; Acton’s Church Farm, Parish Hall and Wilbraham Road in foreground, across the 

farmland, which is in the registered battlefield and further to the farmland which is the Kingsbourne development site towards 

Nantwich and long distance views to the Peak District hills.  
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LONG DISTANCE VIEWS 

 

 

Looking east from the canal towpath across the registered battlefield site to Henhull Hall Farm on the right, beyond which 

is the Kingsbourne housing site. Views extend to tall buildings in Crewe and in the long distance to the Peak District hills. 

 

 

 

Looking south east from Marsh Lane across the pasture land of Edleston to the southern Peak District hills.   

 



 

1. Introduction 

This landscape character assessment has been prepared by two volunteers who live in and know the 

parishes of Acton, Edleston and Henhull (the three parishes), and who are chartered landscape architects.  It 

has then been subject to comments and input from the Parish Council and other local volunteers involved 

with the Acton, Edleston and Henhull Neighbourhood Plan (AEHNP).   

 

The purpose of the landscape character assessment is to provide an evidence base from which policies and 

project aspirations in the AEHNP are derived.  It therefore follows a step-by-step process which addresses: 

 National character areas of England; 

 Cheshire East’s landscape character assessment, drilling down to the landscape character area (LCA) 

in which the three parishes are situated; 

 The relevant policies in the Local Plan; 

 a description of the landscape features which make up the parishes.  This includes infrastructure, 

settlement patterns (existing and changes through permitted development schemes), community and 

other facilities, heritage assets, Nantwich Riverside and Lake and local characteristic features. It also 

highlights recent changes to the parishes; 

 a more analytical assessment of a subdivision at a finer grain of the landscape character of the three 

parishes including a more detailed character assessment of Acton village and commentary on the 

scope for new development; 

 conclusions which draw out the key features of the landscape character which it is considered 

should form matters for the AEHNP. 
 

It should be noted that there are other elements of the AEHNP evidence base which relate to and overlap 

with this landscape character assessment.  These are the report titled ‘Protecting and Enhancing Acton, 

Edleston and Henhull’s Natural Environment’ prepared by the Cheshire Wildlife Trust and the Heritage 

Asset list from the Acton, Edleston and Henhull Parish Plan.  
 

The parishes of Acton Edleston and Henhull lie to the west of the Cheshire market town of Nantwich.  The 

parishes previously comprised mainly farmland with incidental houses and farms, with the only village 

settlement being the village of Acton.  However recent planning permissions for housing developments have 

and will develop new communities on what were open countryside/ greenfield sites.  
 

2. National landscape character areas1 

The parishes fall in the ‘Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire Plain National Character Area’ (NCA). This 

comprises most of the county of Cheshire, the northern half of Shropshire and a large part of north-west 

Staffordshire.  It is an expanse of flat or gently undulating, lush, pastoral farmland.  A series of small 

sandstone ridges cut across the plain and are very prominent features within this open landscape; 

characterised by steep sides and woodland, which is often ancient semi-natural woodland and notably absent 

from the plain generally. 
 

3. Cheshire East Landscape Character Assessment2 

The parishes fall in Landscape Character Type 7, ‘East Lowland Plain’.  The key characteristics of this 

landscape character type are described as follows: 

 flat and almost flat topography; 

 small to medium sized fields; 

 mainly hawthorn hedges with some hedgerow trees; 

 dispersed hamlets and farms, predominantly low density; 

 intensive farming and large farm businesses; 

 scattered species-rich grasslands; 

 riparian ancient woodland and field sized coverts; 

 mediaeval moated sites. 

                                                           
1
 NCA Profile: 61 Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire Plain (NE556) 

2
 Cheshire East Landscape Character Assessment  

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6076647514046464?category=587130
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/environment/heritage_natural_environment/landscape/landscape_character_assessment.aspx
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LONG DISTANCE VIEWS 

 

 

Looking west from Monks Lane/ Wrexham Road junction to the Sandstone Ridge in the west 

 

 

 

 

Looking south east from the canal towpath to the Church tower in Nantwich and to the Peak District hills beyond  
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The issues which affect this landscape character type are cited as follows: 

 changes in farming including pressures to diversify and changing land ownership; 

 changes in farm crops with increases in areas under arable or fodder crops and silage; 

 ongoing decline in traditional woodland management practices, leading to general deterioration; 

 reduction, fragmentation and deterioration of habitats such as loss of ponds through drainage and 

infill, nutrient run-off from farmland, decline in species-rich hedgerows, intensification of grassland 

leading to loss of species-rich grassland; 

 loss of historic field patterns due to decline in hedgerow management; 

 loss of historic parkland to agriculture and recreational use; 

 erosion of built environment character through incremental development including suburbanisation 

of rural properties, pressures for expansion of existing settlements, ribbon development and in-fill; 

 standardisation of roads, upgrading of lanes and minor roads leading to suburban character of the 

countryside. 

 

The East Lowland Plain (ELP) is divided into five landscape character areas (LCAs). The parishes fall into the 

largest LCA, which is ELP1: Ravensmoor Character Area.  The key characteristics of this LCA are noted as 

follows: 

 predominantly flat landscape; 

 in the north near the A51, there are open and expansive fields with thin or low hedges and 

expansive views across the plain, west as far as the Sandstone Ridge; 

 in the south and west, fields are smaller with higher hedges and more limited views creating a 

smaller-scale landscape; 

 a number of nucleated villages, hamlets and a scatter of dispersed farms and halls; 

 Dorfold Hall has a registered park and garden; 

 buildings are mainly red brick, with some timber frame structures, with brick or wattle and daub 

infill; 

 main arterial roads have acted as the focus for development; 

 typically winding roads and lanes; 

 the Shropshire Union Canal runs through the area and it is crossed by railways; 

 the Battle of Nantwich battlefield site survives in the landscape;  

 Sites of biological interest (SBIs) are mentioned, but not reported here as none fall in the three 

parishes. 

 

A Cheshire East Local Landscape Designations Study3 was commissioned as part of the evidence base for the 

Local Plan.  This study does not amend the LCAs from the Cheshire East Landscape Character Assessment, 

but provides further information on the special qualities of locally designated landscapes in Cheshire East and 

was used to inform policies for the future development and management of Cheshire East.  None of the 

locally designated areas considered in that report fall within the AEHNP area.  

 

4. Local Plan policies relating to landscape character4 

 

Cheshire East’s Local Plan Strategy was adopted on 27th July 2017.  The policies of relevance are as follows: 

 

Policy PG 2: Settlement Hierarchy 

With regard to other settlements and rural areas, the policy states that “growth and investment in the other 

settlements should be confined to proportionate development at a scale commensurate with the function and 

character of the settlement and confined to locations well related to the existing built-up extent of the settlement.” 

  

                                                           
3
 Cheshire East: Local Landscape Designations Study, 2013  

4
 Cheshire East Local Plan: Local Plan Strategy 2010 – 2030 Adopted 27 July 2017 

http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/planning/spatial_planning/research_and_evidence/research_and_evidence.aspx
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/planning/spatial_planning/cheshire_east_local_plan/local-plan-strategy/local_plan_strategy.aspx
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Policy PG 6: Open Countryside 

Open Countryside is defined as “the area outside of any settlement with a defined settlement boundary”.  Only 

development that is essential for the purposes of agriculture, forestry, outdoor recreation, public 

infrastructure, essential works undertaken by public service authorities or statutory undertakers, or for 

other uses appropriate to a rural area will be permitted.  There are exceptions listed including limited village 

infill, re-use of an existing rural building, replacement or extensions to existing buildings, for development 

essential to an existing business or for the conservation or enhancement of a heritage asset and where 

dwelling design is exceptional and sustainable.  

 

The policy states that “acceptability of such development will be subject to compliance with all other relevant 

policies in the Local Plan.  In this regard, particular attention should be paid to design and landscape character so the 

appearance and distinctiveness of the Cheshire East countryside is preserved and enhanced.”  The importance of 

gaps between settlements is also emphasised.  

 

Policy SD 2: Sustainable Development Principles 

This policy applies to all development.  It sets out how development should contribute positively to an area’s 

character and identity, creating or reinforcing local distinctiveness and that development should respect and, 

where possible, enhance the landscape character of the area.  It should also respect, and where possible 

enhance, the significance of heritage assets, including their wider settings; avoid the permanent loss of areas 

of agricultural land quality of 1, 2 or 3a, be socially inclusive and, where suitable, integrate into the local 

community; avoid high risk flood areas and use appropriate design, construction, insulation, layout and 

orientation.  

 

Policy SC 3: Health and Well-Being 

This policy sets out how development will create and safeguard opportunities for safe, healthy, fulfilling and 

active lifestyles.  It includes design matters relating to safe environments, open space provision and overall 

layout.  

 

Policy SE 1: Design 

This policy states that development proposals should make a positive contribution to their surroundings in 

terms of sense of place, sustainable urban, architectural and landscape design, liveability/ workability, 

designing in safety and the way in which design quality is to be managed.  The design policy sets out that one 

way of managing design quality will be “Ensuring that housing developments achieve Building for Life 125 (or as 

updated) standard; and Encouraging sustainable construction practices including the use of appropriate recycled 

and sustainable materials of high quality.” 

 

There is also emphasis on sustainable design including passive environmental design principles and climate 

change adaptation features in the orientation of buildings and spaces, reducing energy and water usage, use 

of renewable/ low carbon energy technology and the incorporation of green infrastructure. 

 

Policy SE 2: Efficient Use of Land 

This policy encourages the redevelopment / re-use of previously developed land and buildings. 

 

Policy SE 3: Biodiversity and Geodiversity 

The policy sets out how areas of high biodiversity and geodiversity value will be protected and enhanced. 

Enhancement measures will include increasing the total area of valuable habitat in the area and linking up 

existing areas of high value habitat.  It states that “Development proposals that are likely to have a significant 

impact on a non-designated asset or a site valued by the local community identified in a Neighbourhood Plan or the 

Site Allocations and Development Policies documents will only be permitted where suitable mitigation and / or 

compensation is provided to address the adverse impacts of the proposed development, or where any residual harm 

                                                           
5
 Building for Life 12 – a guide which sets out 12 questions which reflect a vision of what new housing developments 

should be – namely: attractive, functional and sustainable places.  It also is designed to assist local planning authorities 
to assess the quality of proposed and completed developments.  The questions are set out in Appendix 1.  

https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/asset/document/Building%20for%20Life%2012_0.pdf
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following mitigation/compensation, along with any other harm, is clearly outweighed by the benefits of the 

development.” 

 

Policy SE 4: The Landscape 

This policy requires that all “development should conserve the landscape character and quality and should where 

possible, enhance and effectively manage the historic, natural and man-made landscape features that contribute to 

local distinctiveness of both rural and urban landscapes.”  The policy also sets out how development is expected 

to respect the local landscape.  

 

Policy SE 5: Trees, Hedgerows and Woodland 

This policy sets out that development proposals which will result in the loss of, or threat to trees, 

hedgerows or woodlands that provide a significant contribution to the amenity, biodiversity, landscape 

character or historic character will not normally be permitted and how the Council will seek to ensure 

provision and management of appropriate tree cover in new development.  

 

Policy SE 6: Green Infrastructure 

This policy sets out aspects of Cheshire East’s unique landscape that should be linked and that green 

infrastructure should be safeguarded, retained and enhanced.  Strategic green infrastructure assets are listed. 

Those relevant to these parishes are: the Weaver, Shropshire Union Canal, public rights of way including 

cycleways, estate parklands and the ecological network of habitats identified in Policy SE3 (Biodiversity and 

Geodiversity).  It sets out how development will be expected to contribute to green infrastructure, 

specifically open space provision and linkages to surrounding recreational networks, communities and 

facilities.  

 

Policy SE 7: The Historic Environment 

This policy sets out that Cheshire East has an extensive and varied built environment, the character of which 

will be preserved and enhanced.  It sets out requirements for assessing impact and/ or harm to designated 

and non-designated heritage assets and states “For all heritage assets, high quality design should be achieved. It 

should aim to avoid poorly executed pastiche design solutions and should foster innovation and creativity that is 

sensitive and enhances the significance of heritage assets in terms of architectural design, detailing, scale, massing and 

use of materials.” 

 

Additionally with regard to housing development the Council has a commitment to encourage the use of the 

design tool Building for Life in the Local Plan Strategy  “The council will encourage the completion of Building for 

Life Assessments to ensure high quality residential development that meets the needs of all.” (para 12.36).  The 

Council also recognises the role a Neighbourhood Plan can play.  “Neighbourhood Plans can play an important 

role in securing an appropriate housing mix.  Their policies can reflect more local evidence regarding the need for 

particular types of housing.” (para 12.37).   
 

5. Acton Edleston and Henhull: Landscape Features 

 

5.1. Boundaries of the parishes 

The three parishes are bounded in the north by the A51, looping south round Reaseheath Equestrian 

centre. The eastern boundary in the north is the River Weaver which is currently6 the western extent of 

the urban settlement of Nantwich, then following the Shropshire Union Canal and across fields in a 

north/ south direction, then by a west/ east alignment which was the southern boundary of Nantwich, 

(but has recently received new housing development called Malbank Waters), then following the River 

Weaver through the centre of Nantwich lake.  The southern boundary crosses open farmland.  The 

western boundary follows a small brook (the Ravensmoor Brook) through farmland with isolated houses 

northwards to Monks Lane, Cuckoo Lane (A534) and to the A51 at the Burford Cross Roads7.  

5.2. Infrastructure 

                                                           
6
 Currently still is the edge of the built-up area, but permission has been granted for up to 1,100 homes and associated 

facilities in the Henhull parish area to the west of the River Weaver – now known as Kinsgbourne.  
7
 Also referred to as Bluestones Cross Roads. 
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Roads 

The A534 from Wrexham in the west is a single carriageway, busy, main road, which joins the A51 at 

Burford Crossroads, carrying traffic to and from Wrexham Industrial Estate.  The A51, also busy and 

single carriageway is part of the Nantwich northern bypass and carries traffic from the M6 across 

towards Chester and the M53/ A55.  It has speed restrictions at the eastern end through The Green 

conservation area, which is just outside, to the north of Henhull parish.  Chester Road (B5431) passes 

from Burford Crossroads through the village of Acton, which is the main settlement in the three 

parishes.  In the village centre there is an east west link to the A534 off the Chester Road.   

 

The speed limit is 30mph through the village and 40mph elsewhere.  A village gateway island (referred to 

as a refuge) was removed on the southern approach.  Traffic calming measures are planned in the future 

for delivery as part of the negotiated s106 agreement8 associated with the Kingsley Fields second phase 

(now called Kingsbourne), development.  The Acton Conservation Area Appraisal (CAA) also refers to 

the desirability of exploring sympathetic ways of reducing the intrusiveness and damage caused by the 

traffic usage along Chester Road and at the junction of Chester Road and Monks Lane.  

 

Chester Road continues under the Shropshire Union Canal, where there is a cross roads with Welsh 

Row running east to Nantwich town centre, Waterlode (an alternative route to Nantwich town centre) 

and Taylor Drive, currently a cul-de-sac but soon to be opened up to Marsh Lane as part of the traffic 

management plan associated with Malbank Waters.   

 

Welshman’s Lane runs north-south linking the A51 to Waterlode.  It is likely that this connection will be 

closed to through traffic as part of the permitted more recently Kingsbourne development which will 

provide a different connection between the A51 and Waterlode.  Marsh Lane forms the boundary 

between Acton and Edleston, connecting the southern part of Nantwich and Malbank Waters to the 

villages of Ravensmoor and Wrenbury further west.  It has derestricted speed limit and is a single 

carriageway, straight minor road.  There are wide verges and an aspiration for a footpath, as this road 

forms part of the Crewe and Nantwich Circular route9.  

 

Railway 

The Manchester to South Wales line passes across the open farmland in the southern part of the 

parishes in a north east/ south west direction.  

 

Canal 

The Shropshire Union Canal flows through the northern part of parishes and forms the boundary with 

Nantwich town where it swings to a north south direction.  “The Shropshire Union Canal was built in 

stages.  The first section from Chester to Nantwich opened in 1774 and finished at Basin End (Nantwich 

Marina).  This was designed to carry 14ft wide Mersey Flats and is wider than the southern section.  The last 

section of the canal between Nantwich and Birmingham, completed in 1835, was built to carry only narrow 

boats, 7ft wide.  The owners of Dorfold Park objected to the intended route so the engineers, Telford and Cubitt, 

had to build the half-mile Nantwich embankment to avoid the park.  Telford’s single-arched cast iron aqueduct, 

spanning Chester Road is a Grade 2-star listed structure.”10 

 

Basin End Marina (or Nantwich Canal Centre) is one of the few employment sites in the parishes.  There 

is a boatyard which houses a boat building and refurbishing business, a canal boat hire business, an 

associated shop and cafe and a launderette.  There are moorings for up to 40 boats.  

  

                                                           
8
 Section 106 of the 1990 Town and County Planning Act 

9
 Acton Edleston and Henhull Parish Plan, 2005 

10
 Acton Edleston and Henhull Parish Plan, 2005 

https://web.archive.org/web/20070729090736/http:/www.cheshirecc.org.uk/forms/parishplans/Acton%20Edleston%20Henhull%20Parish%20Plan.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20070729090736/http:/www.cheshirecc.org.uk/forms/parishplans/Acton%20Edleston%20Henhull%20Parish%20Plan.pdf
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SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL AND HERITAGE 

 

  
Aqueduct, looking towards Nantwich Listed bridge over Shropshire Union Canal at Acton, where the 

footpath from the end of Wilbraham Road crosses the canal, 

leading to the tow path and the footpath across the registered 

battlefield to Welshman’s Lane 

  
Sculptures by the canal, include the 'Nantwich Horse', by John 

Merrill, constructed from recycled lock gates, hinges and bolts. 

Views to registered battlefield through gap in hedge. 

 

Basin End Marina. 

  

Canal and towpath 

 

The bridge across the Canal near Basin End Marina 
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The canal is traversed by one listed footpath bridge carrying the path from Acton village and another at 

Basin End Marina.  There are road bridges over the canal carrying the A51 in the north and Marsh Lane 

further south.  

 

Footpaths and cycleways 

There is a towpath on the eastern side of the Shropshire Union Canal.  The towpath has a more urban 

character near the marina and aqueduct which is where the canal runs closest to the town of Nantwich.  

The towpath, from Acton to the aqueduct forms part of the long distance Two Saints Way (a 92-mile 

pilgrimage route between the cathedral cities of Chester and Lichfield), which passes through the 

parishes.   

 

The westernmost part of the Crewe and Nantwich 29-mile circular walk passes through the parishes.  

From south to north, it crosses fields west of Nantwich Lake, along Marsh Lane, north along the track 

through Dorfold registered park and garden, through the village of Acton, across the canal linking to 

Welshman’s Lane and the A51.  The Dorfold track now provides vehicular access to a biomass plant at 

Dorfold Dairy House.  

 

There are no through cycleways across the parishes, although cycling on the towpaths is permitted.  

There are short sections of cycleway and highway with cycle track in the parts of the parishes closest to 

the edges of Nantwich.  

 

5.3. Settlement pattern 

Until recently, the established settlement pattern was as described for this LCA, with low density 

scattered farms, halls and houses mainly located along the roads with one village at Acton, and Dorfold 

Hall located between Acton and Nantwich.  Acton village is centred round the Grade 1 listed Church of 

St. Mary and has a primary school.  There are no other facilities in the village, apart from a car-park 

almost opposite the Church, which can reach capacity during large weddings and funerals and a well-

used parish hall.  The former pub, The Star is closed and has been sold for housing development.  There 

are new houses being built and barns converted in the environs of Church Farm, north of the Church.  

The only other clusters are the employment and moorings at Basin End Marina and the farming and 

biomass activity at Dorfold Dairy House.  

 

Newly built and consented housing developments in the parishes have changed and will further change 

the settlement pattern.  As changes from farming and changing land ownership occur, greenfield sites 

have been consented mainly for housing development.  There are two locations, where this has 

occurred.   

 

Malbank Waters is a development of approximately 390 houses which has been consented in two 

phases, the first of which is nearing completion11, and the second (referred to as the ‘Land adjacent to 

Fields Farm’) under construction12.  They are located to the south of Queen’s Drive which previously 

was the southern edge to the built up area of Nantwich, east of the Shropshire Union Canal and west of 

the Manchester to South Wales railway line.   

 

A second phase of Kingsley Fields (now known as Kinsgbourne by the developers) is a consented scheme of 

up to 1,100 houses with some employment, community facilities and a possible primary school (Strategic Site 

LPS 46 in the Local Plan)13.  It will extend the western edge of Nantwich’s built up area beyond the River 

Weaver westwards to Welshman’s Lane, north to the A51 and south to Waterlode and the Nantwich 

Football Club ground.  Originally promoted as a sustainable urban extension, this development will 

contribute to highway works on the A51 and will realign the A51 at the  

                                                           
11

 Planning reference 14-5841N 
12

 Planning reference 16/0983N 
13

 Cheshire East Local Plan: Local Plan Strategy 2010 – 2030 Adopted 27 July 2017 
 

http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/planning/spatial_planning/cheshire_east_local_plan/local-plan-strategy/local_plan_strategy.aspx
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HOUSING IN THE PARISHES 

 

 

  
Wilbraham Road interwar housing development.  The street 

lacks any tree planting and there are few garden trees 

providing any landscape structure.  

The gated Village Farm development which faces the Church 

and is accessed off Monks Lane.  Comprising converted barns 

and a rebuilt farmhouse.  Gable end circular window feature is 

visible in the barn conversion.  

  
St Mary’s Court in Acton.  A more recent development at the 

far end of Wilbraham Road, backing onto the village car park.  

The mature vegetation provides a green backdrop and the 

houses relate in materials to their surroundings.  

Wilbraham Close, Acton. Possibly the only location in the 

parishes where bungalows and accommodation for the elderly 

are provided.  The St. Mary’s Church tower is visible from here. 

  
The entrance to the first phase of Malbank Waters off Queens 

Drive. 

The three storey flats on Waterlode which are part of Kingsley 

Fields (first phase) and fall in the parishes.  
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eastern end through the development site, away from Reaseheath College.  A north-south road linking 

Waterlode to the A51 is planned through the development site.  The functionality of this link road has 

been hotly contested during the planning permission process: whether it is designed as a distributor of 

traffic from Nantwich town centre thus helping reduce town centre congestion and traffic through 

Acton village or as a low key, low speed estate road.  The view of Acton, Edleston and Henhull Parish 

Council Chair is that “it seeks to be both and fails”.  

 

Greenbank Cottage is a permitted development of 15 detached houses, accessed from the southern end 

of Welshmans Lane.    

 

5.4. Community and other features 

Basin End Marina provides a focus for canal activity in the parishes.  Land below the canal embankment 

adjacent to the marina, identified as land at Nantwich Canal Basin is allocated for tourism and 

recreational development in the Open Space Survey. 

 

Dorfold Hall has recently become a venue for upmarket weddings and receptions.  The owners have 

plans for the areas close to the Hall and walled gardens to accommodate this use in a more permanent 

building and for other low key business uses as part of an overall strategy for the sustainability of the 

estate, which would also include enabling housing development proposed on a site in the village. 

 

There are allotments located off Welshman’s Lane to the east, between the site allocated for Kingsley 

Fields and another small allocated housing development site.  The allotments were developed by 

Nantwich Town Council, when it sold off land within the town boundary for development.  Preferential 

rates are given to Nantwich residents, but not to those of Acton, Edleston and Henhull – despite the 

allotments being located within the parishes.  School playing fields and Nantwich Town’s football club are 

located on Waterlode, south of the permitted Kingsbourne housing development.  

 

Horsiculture, comprising the use of fields for horses involving the construction of stables, access tracks 

and taping off of areas to segregate horses has been permitted in fields off Chester Road in Henhull and 

is becoming increasingly common in surrounding parishes.  

 

5.5. Heritage assets 

Nantwich Battlefield site14 

The Royalist army intercepted the Parliamentarians near Acton.  With the help of the garrison from 

Nantwich, the Parliamentarians overcame the Royalists, captured their artillery and ammunition, and 

took many of their senior figures prisoner.  The Battle of Nantwich in 1644 ended a six week siege and 

is regarded as a turning point in the Civil War.  The battle is still celebrated with a re-enactment by the 

Sealed Knot in Nantwich on Holly Holy Day each January.  Tours up the tower of the Church of St. 

Mary in Acton, being a good vantage point for the battlefield site, are provided to coincide with Holly 

Holy Day and every Sunday afternoon as part of ‘Tea in the Tower’.  The canal bridge at Acton also 

offers good views of the battlefield site. 

 

 

                                                           
14

 Information taken from Historic England listing, Acton Edleston and Henhull Parish Plan and Battlefield Trust 
resources 
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©Crown copyright and database rights 2013. Ordnance Survey 100049045 

 

The registered battlefield extends north from Chester Road to north of the A51. In the west it skirts 

round the centre of Acton village, running west of the main road through the village, and in the east the 

boundary is Welshman’s Lane.  Information elsewhere regarding the battlefield also shows action 

occurring further east on the land to be developed for housing at Kingsbourne.  Henhull parish has been 

found to be particularly plentiful with civil war artefact finds.  Metal detecting still takes place frequently 

during the winter months on the registered battlefield and other fields in the parishes.  

 

“The battlefield remains largely enclosed pasture, as it was in 1644.  The pattern of hedgerows today is very 

similar to that in 19th century, though with some loss, but it is uncertain which, if any of these survive from the 

time of the battle.  The area of action where the garrison broke out in support of Fairfax is being encroached 

upon by development on the edge of the town, while the Shropshire union canal has cut across the very heart of 

the battlefield.  However, whilst the latter is an intrusion into the landscape, it does provide a pleasant walk and, 

with other rights of way, enables good access to the battlefield by foot.”15 

 

Distribution of archaeological finds over the parishes are shown on the Nantwich Riverside Masterplan16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
15

 Information from Battlefield Trust 
16

 Nantwich Riverside Park Masterplan: Strategic Framework  

http://www.battlefieldstrust.com/resource-centre/civil-war/battleview.asp?BattleFieldId=27
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/planning/spatial_planning/research_and_evidence/nantwich_riverside_masterplan.aspx
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Dorfold Hall and Dorfold registered park and garden17 

Dorfold registered park and landscape extends over approximately 125 hectares and is Grade II.  The 

registered park and garden is bounded in the north by Chester Road, marked by a paled fence dating 

back to at least 1789 and a more recent coniferous plantation; to the east by the Shropshire Union 

Canal; to the south by Marsh Lane and to the west mainly by field boundaries which encircle Dorfold 

Dairy House.   

 

It includes plantations, a new house with significantly extended footprint at Hay Bays and forms a finger 

to the north along Chester Road including the mature copse, which is cited in the CAA as an important 

feature in the approach to Acton.  The park consists of the Hall, the gardens associated with the Hall 

and the wider parkland.  

 
©Crown copyright and database rights 2013. Ordnance Survey 100049045 

 

The principal building is Dorfold Hall, Grade I listed, built in 1616 of red brick.  It extends to five bays 

with an eighteenth century bay at the eastern end.  There are brick pavilions to each corner in the north 

forecourt linked to the Hall by screen walls of a later date. There is a brick clock tower and carriage 

house to the north west of the Hall, also nineteenth century.  The Hall is approached down a straight 

drive from Chester Road through wrought iron gates.  The upper pool, which was re-excavated in the 

1980s, but prior to filling dated back to 1789, lies to the west of the main drive 

 

The main garden lies to the south of the Hall, laid out to lawn with borders and overlooking the 

parkland beyond, separated by a ha-ha.  There is are kitchen garden to the west of the South Lawn 

comprising two brick-walled gardens entered via wrought iron gates, with an early nineteenth century 

orangery or greenhouse.  To the east of the South Lawn there is a nineteenth century woodland garden 

in a shallow valley, which also hosts remnants of an earlier nineteenth century rockery garden.   

                                                           
17

 Information taken from Historic England listing 

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1000022
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The parkland is mainly pasture, with some arable.  There is one area of ancient semi-natural woodland of 

3.42 hectares at Bulls Wood in the southern part of the parkland.  Block planting and plantation belts 

planted in the 1970s, particularly in the west of the parkland are developing into evident copses.  Further 

individual parkland tree planting of semi-mature trees has been undertaken in 2016 in the registered 

landscape to the west of the main north-south track.  Some hedgerow planting has also been undertaken 

and it is understood that more is planned. 

 

Conservation areas and listed buildings 

There is one conservation area (Acton).  There are 26 Grade II listed buildings, five Grade II* listed 

buildings and two Grade I listed buildings in the parishes.  Many of the listed buildings also have group 

value.  Some of the Grade II listings are for canal-side infrastructure such as lock gates, a junction bridge 

and a canal milepost.  

 

Acton conservation area appraisal18 sets out that the boundary is drawn widely to include some of the 

surrounding fields to reflect the high historical value of the village and its setting.  It is much wider than 

the settlement boundary shown in the Crewe and Nantwich Local Plan19.  The boundary elements that 

are identified as making strong contributions to the quality and characteristics of the conservation area 

are as follows: 

 obvious change between open countryside and built form at the northern end of the village, with 

a strong gateway provided by the Old School House and Village Farm20; 

 strong visual links between Dorfold Hall lodge and main entrance and Acton, with the 

intervening field and line of trees making an important contribution to the setting of Acton; 

                                                           
18

 Acton Conservation Area Character Appraisal and Management Plan, adopted 28
th

 June 2007 
19

 Crewe and Nantwich Borough Local Plan 
20

 Note description in section 5.6 of this report because the view has changed following the development of housing 
and garages at Church Farm and the removal of the Conservation Area Appraisal -mentioned oak tree 

http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/environment/heritage_natural_environment/conservation_listed_buildings/conservation_areas/conservation_areas_appraisals/conservation_areas_appraisals.aspx
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/planning/spatial_planning/saved_and_other_policies/crewe_and_nantwich_local_plan/crewe_and_nantwich_local_plan.aspx
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 the line of trees and copse framing the Chester Road cottages make an important entrance 

when approaching from the south east.  The cottages form the transition between settlement 

and countryside and the copse maintains enclosure on the western side of the Chester Road; 

 the rear elevations of the converted Village Farm barns and Glebe House mark the change 

between open countryside and settlement when approaching from the west; 

 the surrounding open land characterised by intermittent tree cover and hedges is critical to the 

setting of the conservation area because of the perspective from which the settlement is viewed 

and because of their historical and archaeological associations; 

 the general setting is one of visual enclosure with sneak views out to the wider landscape 

characterised by trees; 

 approaching Acton along Monks Lane, the oak trees make an important contribution to the 

western gateway; 

 principle architectural characteristics are overall harmony and a strong sense of grouping; 

 the older buildings form a relatively compact group running along Chester Road centred on the 

junction with Monks Lane; 

 the central space is the elevated Churchyard and the Grade I listed Church of St. Mary, which is 

a landmark for long distances.  Views particularly from the south west quadrant demonstrate the 

connectivity between Church, conservation area and countryside; 

 strong architectural elements are complemented by mature trees (many are oak, from which 

Acton derives its name) throughout and around the settlement, forming a backdrop and mainly 

preventing views out creating a strong sense of enclosure 

 the narrowness and lack of forward visibility at the junction of Monks Lane and Chester Road is 

a physical constraint which both creates problems in terms of damage to the Churchyard wall 

and adjacent property. However the narrowness benefits traffic and pedestrians, acting as a 

speed regulator.   

 

Aqueduct  

Thomas Telford’s 1826 single-arched cast iron aqueduct, which is a Grade II* listed structure spans the 

Chester Road carrying the Shropshire Union canal.  The aqueduct has a single cast-iron arch, with a 

ribbed underside.  It comprises stone-dressed abutments which support a cast-iron water trough (one of 

three similar designs by Telford).  The structure is topped on each side by cast-iron balustrades, which 

continue along the curved embankment walls.  It is painted strikingly in black and white.  

 

The aqueduct is an important gateway to and from the town of Nantwich.  Recent (2015) restoration 

works have improved its appearance and were funded by a range of organisations including Acton, 

Edleston and Henhull Parish Council.  The project won the restoration and historic environment 

category of the Canal & River Trust's Living Waterways Awards in 2016.  

 

Historic landscape 

North of Acton village to the A51, there is an area of enclosure dating back to the 8th or 9th century. 

Cheshire’s Historic Landscape Characterisation classifies it as ‘Medieval Townfields Type’.  There are 

also surviving signs of ‘Ancient Field Systems’ across the parishes.21 

 

5.6. Nantwich Riverside and lake 

The Henhull parish boundary includes part of the northernmost section of Nantwich Riverside and the 

Edleston parish boundary includes part of the southernmost section of Nantwich Riverside and passes 

through the centre of Nantwich Lake.  The adjacent River Weaver falls within the parish boundary.  

Land immediately adjacent to the River Weaver in the northernmost part of the Riverside Park in 

Henhull, and Nantwich Lake in Edleston are allocated as green corridors in the Cheshire East Open 

Space Survey22.  

                                                           
21

 Acton Edleston and Henhull Parish Plan 2005 
22

 Open Space Survey, Nantwich Plan  

https://web.archive.org/web/20070729090736/http:/www.cheshirecc.org.uk/forms/parishplans/Acton%20Edleston%20Henhull%20Parish%20Plan.pdf
http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/planning/spatial_planning/research_and_evidence/open_spaces_assessment_2012.aspx
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Being in the upper reaches of the valley of the River Weaver, Nantwich Riverside has very shallow valley 

sides, where marsh and water bodies might naturally occur.  The land was previously drained for 

agriculture and a new lake and oxbow were created in the early 1970s to create an open water feature.  

The lake is saline due to underwater brine springs.  The river has also been re-aligned but retains a 

naturalistic appearance with gentle meanders through semi-natural meadows.  Details about Nantwich 

Riverside and aspirations for the future are set out in the Nantwich Riverside Park Masterplan23.  

 

Nantwich Riverside is a very well used open-space asset, particularly by local residents of Nantwich.  

There are local community groups which take an interest in its wildlife and management and have 

implemented many local projects such as planting and interpretation.  

 

5.7. Local characteristic features 

Local character is also influenced by and made up of elements within the local landscape and vernacular 

which are noticeable and distinctive to the area – although probably having a wider geographic spread 

than just the three parishes.  In and around the three parishes these include: 

 oak trees;  

 Cheshire black and white fencing; 

 timber paled estate fencing; 

 Cheshire hedges; 

 black and white finger posts; 

 porthole shaped openings on gable ends of traditional and new buildings; 

 red brick vernacular; 

 natural stone kerbs. 

 

5.8. Recent changes to landscape features in the parishes 

The most significant large-scale changes that have and will affect the landscape character in the parishes 

over the last ten years have been the permissions granted for housing development on greenfield land 

which previously was farmland and which had contributed to the rural character of the parishes.  The 

associated road infrastructure for the Kingsbourne development will also impact on the landscape 

features and character of the area.  

 

The village of Acton has also seen some smaller scale housing developments utilising redundant farm 

buildings and adjacent land north of the village’s settlement boundary, within the conservation area.  This 

development deemed necessary the removal of an oak tree which formed part of the northern gateway.  

The closure of the pub (The Star) and its planned conversion to houses within a small scale housing 

development means that one of the few village communal facilities has been lost.  However the building 

fabric of The Star has fallen into disrepair and its conversion will reverse the run-down appearance.  The 

introduction of the 30mph speed limit through the village some years ago has slowed traffic through the 

village, but regular speeding still occurs.   

 

6. Landscape and Settlement Character 

The three parishes display many of the characteristics of the Cheshire East landscape character 

assessment in terms of those features identified for the East Lowland and Plain landscape type and the 

Ravensmoor LCA.  For the purposes of the AEHNP, the Ravensmoor LCA has been sub-divided into 

finer grain landscape character parts (LCP).  This has been undertaken in order that policies which are 

appropriate for the AEHNP which relate to landscape and settlement character can be formulated from 

a robust evidence base defined at an appropriate scale and level of detail. 

 

The landscape character parts, which are described below are as follows: 

 Farmland: northern and western 

 Farmland: south; 

                                                           
23

 Nantwich Riverside Park Masterplan: Strategic Framework  

http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/planning/spatial_planning/research_and_evidence/nantwich_riverside_masterplan.aspx
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©Crown copyright and database rights 2013. Ordnance Survey 100049045 
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 Nantwich Riverside; 

 Dorfold registered park and landscape; 

 Canal corridor; 

 Acton village; 

 Malbank Waters; 

 Kingsley Fields (first phase) and Nantwich Town football club. 

 

6.1. Farmland: northern and western 

This LCP comprises the farmland in Henhull parish and most of Acton, extending south towards Drake 

Lane.  There are open, large fields, narrow margins, scant trees, thin hedges with evidence of hedgerow 

removal and filling of ephemeral and other ponds.  There are long-ranging views across and out of this 

area of farmland to the Sandstone Ridge to the west and to the Peak District Hills to the east.  Farmland 

is mainly arable, with some livestock and silage.   More recently some fields have been developed to 

accommodate horsiculture, which detracts from the visual amenity of the landscape character by the 

imposition of access tracks, small buildings and physical elements to divide the land into small parcels.  

 

The central part of this LCP north and east of Acton village does comprise the registered battlefield.  

However this heritage is not obvious from the landscape elements on the ground.  There is a small 

interpretation board on the Acton bridge over the canal which sets out the battlefield heritage.  

 

The eastern part of the farmland in Henhull has planning permission for the development of up to 1,100 

homes and associated facilities, including some limited business use referred to in the application as 

Kingsley Fields and now called Kingsbourne.  

 

6.2. Farmland: southern 

The southern farmland, running from north of Drake Lane in Acton Parish south through Edleston 

comprises smaller, more enclosed fields which dip towards the Edleston Brook and are traversed by the 

railway.  Slight undulations and the boundary hedges provide less opportunity for long-distant views than 

in the northern farmland.  The main evidence of settlement is along Marsh Lane and Dig Lane.  The 

settlement pattern comprises private houses, with the occasional farm, and some larger footprint farm 

buildings.  Farmland is mainly pasture.  

 

6.3. Nantwich Riverside 

The small part of Nantwich Riverside which falls into Edleston Parish is at the southern end of the 

Riverside Park, close to and including the western half of the lake.  The character of this part of the 

Riverside Park is less formal than that to the north and comprises meandering abandoned oxbows set in 

a rural context with roughly mown grass and small woodland copses of willow and other native species.  

Surfaced footpaths run along the River Weaver and around the lake.  There is some vegetation along the 

western lake edge, but it is open to views from and to surrounding housing on the eastern side.  There 

are views west across the river to arable farmland.  The lake itself is relatively sterile due to the saline 

nature of the water.  It is used by mute swans, Canada geese, and a range of duck and gull species.   

 

6.4. Dorfold registered park and landscape 

Dorfold registered park and landscape falls into a number of distinctive small-scale character parts.  The 

gardens associated with the Hall provide a setting for the Hall including colourful borders and formal 

lawns, walled gardens and a dell at the rear, with a formal approach and lake at the front (north).  The 

gardens to the rear of the house have greater formality opening out to views over farmland to the 

south, separated by a ha-ha.  Much of the registered parkland in the estate is farmed.  The northernmost 

part comprises a copse which forms a backdrop to the approach to Acton village and is cited in the 

Acton Conservation Area Appraisal.  Areas to the west of the track which runs north/ south through 

the Estate have recently been planted with semi-mature estate tree and cattle grids have been installed 

with the stated intention on the part of the Estate of returning this to grazed parkland.  New hedge 

planting has also been introduced in part of this area, and there is a stated intention to plant more 

hedges.  
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The registered park and landscape contains one larger area of semi-natural ancient woodland, to the 

south of the Hall.  

 

6.5. Canal corridor 

The Shropshire Union Canal passes through the parishes in a north south direction.  In the northern 

section from the A51 to the aqueduct, there are open views to and from the west, with some more 

enclosure provided by mature hedges to the east.  Where gaps in the hedge allows, there are expansive 

views east over farmland, to Henhull Farm and beyond, with the Peak District hills plainly visible on clear 

days.  The section from Acton Bridge southwards is characterised by mature trees and becomes less 

rural with the canal boat moorings and small buildings associated with Basin End Marina.  

 

The section of canal which is closest to the town of Nantwich is also less rural in character, with sealed 

surfacing to the towpath, incidental sculptures and views down and across to adjacent housing 

developments.  Further south, beyond Malbank Waters, the canal itself passes again into more rural 

surroundings, with far-reaching views.  

 

6.6. Acton village 

Strategic position 

Acton is two miles northwest of the market town of Nantwich, situated on the Chester Road (B5341), 

which leads from the western edge of Nantwich to the Burford Crossroads junction with the A51 and 

A534 roads to Chester and Wrexham respectively.  Its centre is marked by the junction with Monks 

Lane, which also provides a route to the A534.  The village is in a farming area and is close to the 

Shropshire Union canal.  Public transport does exist with half hour bus services from Crewe to Chester 

stopping during the day; but with much reduced services in the evening.  

 

The Chester Road is a busy route for traffic passing to and from Nantwich.  It is described as follows: 

“Chester Road has a significant negative impact on the village, both physically, with its scale and the speeds at 

which vehicles can travel along the road acting as a barrier to movement, and perceptually, as the road presents 

an engineered, hard furrow through the centre of the village, separating facilities such as the Church and Village 

pub (now closed) from the main residential area, the car park and the School.”24  

 

Traffic surveys undertaken by the community in 2009 (and used in the preparation of the 

aforementioned report) showed the heaviest morning weekday peak hour movements were from 

Nantwich along Chester Road through the village and the heaviest evening weekday peak movements 

were from Monks Lane turning right at the junction with Chester Road towards Nantwich.  Recent 

traffic surveys undertaken for proposed development purposes in the village have reflected the same 

pattern in terms of peak flow directions.  Pedestrian movement surveys carried out for the 

Environmental Improvements project highlighted a large number of village pedestrian movements which 

required the busy Chester Road to be crossed and the poor quality of the footpath from the car park to 

the parish hall and school.  A lack of pedestrian crossing place(s) over Chester Road was identified in the 

Parish Plan action list, as was the lack of a cycle lane from Acton to Nantwich.25 

 

General description of the settlement 

The village extends for approximately 350m along Chester Road, and the majority of the village facilities, 

including the school, Church, parish hall, and village car park are located adjacent to that road, within 

this 350m stretch.  There are houses, including barn conversions, along both sides of Chester Road; 

however the majority of the residences are served off Wilbraham Road, which has a junction with 

Chester Road towards the north of the village. 

 

The settlement is small and unassuming; with an historic concentration around the junction with Monks Lane 

where the Grade 1 listed St. Mary’s Church is situated.  Apart from the Church, the village is   

                                                           
24

 Acton Edleston and Henhull Environmental Improvements Report, Martin Stockley Associates, 2009 
25

 Acton Edleston and Henhull Parish Plan 2005, pages 34 and 35 

https://web.archive.org/web/20070729090736/http:/www.cheshirecc.org.uk/forms/parishplans/Acton%20Edleston%20Henhull%20Parish%20Plan.pdf
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ACTON GATEWAYS 

The gateways are mentioned in the Acton conservation area appraisal.  

 

  
The tree-lined approach from the east (along the Chester Road 

from Nantwich).  The Church is in view across the field, on the 

right, signalling the presence of the settlement.  Dorfold Estate 

pale fence and plantation planting on the left.  

Eastern approach drawing closer to the village on the bend in 

the Chester Road, where the Church is lost from view and the 

copse on left, part of the registered park and garden, frames 

the approach to the village centre. 

  
The approach along Monks Lane from the west, showing the 

oak-lined approach and the stone kerbstones 

Drawing closer to the village, the converted barns of Village 

Farm on the right signal the presence of the settlement.  The 

bend in the road obscures views of the Church which is in a 

slightly elevated position on the left. 

  
Approach from the north along the Chester Road. Slightly 

elevated farmland to the left.   Remaining oak trees frame the 

view towards the primary school building in the distance.  

School speed restriction sign is an indicator of its presence.  

The Church tower comes into view as the village is approached.  

The primary school on the left is not obvious.  
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deficient in focal points and from the busy Chester Road can appear as an incoherent collection of 

houses, many of which are hidden behind walls, fences or hedges, intermingled with mature vegetation.   

 

There is fragmented ribbon development further along the Chester Road leading north towards Burford 

Crossroads.  A small amount of infill development and farm building conversions has added to the ribbon 

development.  One such development is currently under construction adjacent to Church Farm, north 

of the Church and opposite the other village T-junction with Wilbraham Road.  This creates more of a 

sense of place in this part of the village as it opens out views into the development, but the wooden 

garages dominate the view.  It has opened up views of the functional substation to the north.  The gated 

Village Farm and Smithy Bank barn conversions front onto Chester Road and nestle behind the former 

pub south of Monks Lane.  

 

The Church is built of local red sandstone, and its alms houses are brick with stone dressing and 

rusticated quoins, whilst most of the other older and more recent buildings are red brick construction.  

The exception is the former pub, which is a late 17th century half timbered building sitting on a stone 

plinth with a blue tile roof giving it a unique presence in the village, but consistent with Nantwich 

vernacular.  Black and white detailing on the gable is picked up in the 1910 village hall, outside which 

there is a small wooden bus shelter.  Other 19th century cottages and the 18th century former rectory 

Glebe House also support blue tile roofs.  The Conservation Area Character Appraisal states “Although 

there is contrast and variation, the principal architectural characteristics are overall harmony and a very strong 

sense of grouping throughout the area.”26  It is the strength of the groupings combined with a rich, but not 

that varied architectural palette, complemented by a backdrop of large, mature trees which gives the 

older part of the village its character and distinctiveness.  

 

The car park is an important hub, used extensively for services at the Church, by parents dropping off 

children to the primary school (although some distance away with a walk along a narrow, poorly 

maintained footpath on the main road) and by walkers and people catching the bus to Chester.  The 29 

mile Crewe and Nantwich circular footpath passes through the village of Acton, utilising the Chester 

Road as part of its route.   

 

Topographical and landscape context and views 

The general topography round Acton village is relatively flat, with some gentle undulations.  The slightly 

elevated position of the village means long-ranging views from the village are available to the east and 

west when vegetation or buildings are not eliminating views.  This means that peripheral areas of the 

village and the Church tower are visible from afar.  (See also Section 6.10 of this report).  

 

The surrounding land is fertile agricultural land.  The fields near the village are large, having had 

hedgerows removed, but in the wider landscape there is a richer mosaic of hedgerows and smaller fields, 

characteristically dotted with large mature oak and lime trees.  Some enclosure has been created to the 

west by small copse plantings on the Dorfold Estate land.  To the east, the fields lead down to the canal, 

beyond which are large fields (part of the registered battlefield site), currently with a long-distant open 

aspect, but which will in due course look towards the permitted Kingsbourne housing development 

beyond Welshman’s Lane.   

 

The settlement itself includes many mature trees, providing softening and adding to the character of the 

settlement.  There are no public amenity green spaces within the settlement, other than the Churchyard 

and graveyard behind, although some properties are set back behind walls and hedges with narrow 

verges.  The school has a playing field behind, no longer available for use by the village residents.  

 

There is a strong sense of enclosure throughout much of the village.  The approaches are therefore 

particularly important functionally in signalling the emerging presence of a settlement.  From the south, views 

of St. Mary’s Church tower and the building cluster are gained across the corner field (which is   
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 Acton Conservation Area Character Appraisal and Management Plan, adopted 28
th

 June 2007 

http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/environment/heritage_natural_environment/conservation_listed_buildings/conservation_areas/conservation_areas_appraisals/conservation_areas_appraisals.aspx
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THE VILLAGE OF ACTON 

 

 

  
Monks Lane junction from Chester Road, St. Mary’s Church 

with the raised Churchyard and sandstone sundial 

 

Approaching Chester Road down Monks Lane 

  
The main part of Acton village, Church Farm and Wilbraham 

Road from the Church tower, views across farmland and 

Cheshire plain to Peak District hills in the distance 

The disused almshouses from the Church tower with Church 

Farm barn conversions under construction behind 

  
Approaching Acton from the north, with Acton Primary School 

on the left 

 

Wilbraham Road looking east 
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part of the battlefield site) as the road sweeps round from Dorfold Hall entrance past the corner 

cottages.  The sense of entering the village is only felt after the sweeping bend when the cottages and the 

former pub come into view.  However the view across the pasture towards the Church is important.  

 

From the north, as the school comes into view, the presence of the village is announced.  The Church 

tower is visible, with the new development at Church Farm visible in the foreground.  The barn wall 

opposite Wilbraham Road junction forms an enclosing element to views, defining the space at the 

junction.  Approaching from the west along Monks Lane, mature roadside and field oak trees create a 

rural character to this gateway.  The presence of the settlement is signalled after the village and 30mph 

signs only on reaching views of the rear of the gated Smithy Bank and Village Farm converted barns then 

the entrance to Glebe House and the Church on the left.  At this point the road narrows, there is no 

longer a footpath and the sense of enclosure increases as the presence of the Church in its slightly 

elevated location becomes apparent.   

 

Tourist features/context 

There is little in the village to attract tourists other than specialist historians investigating the battlefield 

and walkers using Two Saints Way and local walks including along the canals. 

 

Settlement dependencies 

Despite its relatively small size Acton has a primary school, now with academy status, and a village hall as 

well as the Church.  There is little prospect of any retail uses unless accompanied by significant growth.  

As it is; shopping and leisure pursuits are more likely to take residents to Nantwich, and Crewe or 

beyond to Stoke-on-Trent or Chester.  Rail travel is available at Nantwich and Crewe.  

 

Scope for new development 

This section is included because proposals have been and are being made for housing development in 

and adjacent to the village.   

 

There are three sites, all adjacent to the current village settlement boundary, which at different times 

have been considered for housing development.  All three are greenfield sites.  They are: 

A. East of Chester Road, north of the primary school; 

B. West of Chester Road, south of Monks Lane situated behind Village Farm, facing the Church; 

and 

C. East of Chester Road, south of the village car park.  

 

Site A was brought forward for a small development of affordable housing, and to provide access for 

further housing development in the future.  The application was withdrawn when the recommendation 

for refusal from Historic England on the grounds that the site is within the registered battlefield area 

became known to the applicant.  

 

Site B has been put forward for allocation for housing at Local Plan reviews in the past.  It sits within the 

conservation area and outside the settlement boundary.  Inspectors have not found the case for housing 

at the times of those previous Local Plan reviews, but equally neither have they ruled out housing 

development on the site in the future.  The Inspector at the inquiry into the 1997 Crewe and Nantwich 

Local Plan concluded that whilst not required at present the site might be reconsidered during the 

preparation of the next Local Plan.   

 

The Inspector’s Report noted that: “This is a very sensitive site, and the success of any scheme would lie in the 

detailed layout and design. Having considered the evidence I see no fundamental planning reason why a new 

townscape of quality, complementing the church and other buildings in this part of the village, should not be 

created. However, without sensitive design, good materials and a very high quality landscaping, it would be all too 

easy to lose a fine if presently down-at-heel section of the village conservation area for no visual gain whatsoever. 

The objection has to be seen in the context of an adequate housing supply provided by the Local Plan. I find that 



ACTON, EDLESTON AND HENHULL LANDSCAPE AND SETTLMENT CHARACTER ASSESSMENT 

23 
 

there would be material social and planning advantage in not allocating the site in the recent plan period. It might 

be reconsidered for an allocation in the next Local Plan.”27 

 

The landowner, which is the Dorfold Estate, is in the process of preparing an application for housing on 

this site, related to the long-term sustainability of Dorfold Hall and the need for funds for capital and 

maintenance works projects there.  In preparation for this planning application, Dorfold Estate’s planning 

consultants ran a three-day design charrette in June 2017.  This was reported in the Parish magazine by 

the chair of AEH Parish Council.  Extracts of the key points are as follows: “The Dorfold Estate recently 

put forward proposals at a public meeting aiming to secure the long term future of the Estate and provide 

maintenance for the Grade One listed building, Dorfold Hall – so called enabling development. The meeting was 

followed up over two days with workshops, open to all exploring aspects of the proposals and finally a round up 

session was held on day three......the Estate proposes housing development on three hectares of land south of 

Monks Lane, opposite the church.  This area was originally said to be able to accommodate up to 90 dwellings, 

later reduced to the fifties. A gastro pub/ restaurant and public open space, allotments and additional car parking 

are also proposed on the east side of Chester Road....Whilst a number of people were opposed to any further 

housing development, others at the meeting felt that there were potential benefits for the village if the 

development went ahead...The greatest concern appeared to be the number and types of houses and the housing 

density indicated on the sketch proposals...Concern was also expressed about additional traffic and in particular 

traffic speed through the village and parking and road safety issues related to the school.”28 

 

It is understood from Dorfold Estate that pre-application discussions have taken place and housing 

development on this site has not been ruled out by the planning authority.  The Estate plans to share the 

proposals as they develop further with the community and submit a planning application in due course.   

 

Site C was suggested for housing by some members of the community during consultation, as being 

preferable to Site B or as a way of spreading the proposed development over two sites.  The Estate’s 

consultants reported that they had discussed this with Historic England during the charrette period and 

any built development would be strongly objected to because of the location being within the registered 

battlefield site.  This point was reinforced at the charrette by a member of the Battlefield Trust.  

However, it is understood that Historic England did indicate that surface level development such as a car 

park and/ or allotments might be acceptable and suggested that if any development (such as a pub) is 

desired on the east side of Chester Road, then there may be potential to locate the development on the 

existing car park and create a new car park within the registered battlefield.   

 

From a landscape perspective, taking into account the heritage aspects, the presence of the registered 

battlefield steers any housing development proposal towards Site B because all other possible locations 

which abut the Acton village settlement boundary are located within the registered battlefield.  That 

includes Sites A and C and the land north of the village on the west of Chester Road (north of the 

stables built adjacent to the Church Farm development).  From a purely visual perspective, Site B is the 

most contained, benefitting from copse planting undertaken to the west and south of the site.  It is 

adjacent to the mature copse which forms the finger part of the registered park and garden and to 

Village Farm development, which screens the site, but brings with it challenges in terms of proximity to 

existing houses (a point which was made strongly during the charrette).  The most open aspect is that to 

the north, which is in the immediate surroundings of the Grade 1 listed St. Mary’s Church.  From a visual 

perspective, well-designed development could be accommodated on Site C in the northern part of the 

site.  Although this would be visible from further east along Chester Road, it would not restrict the 

important views across the field to the Church tower.   
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 Acton Conservation Area Character Appraisal and Management Plan, adopted 28
th

 June 2007 
28

 Insight – for the parishes of St Mary’s Acton and St Bartholomew’s Church Minshull, Issue 43 – Holiday 2017, page 5 

http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/environment/heritage_natural_environment/conservation_listed_buildings/conservation_areas/conservation_areas_appraisals/conservation_areas_appraisals.aspx
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THE VILLAGE OF ACTON 

Sites which have been considered for development in the past 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SITE B 

SITE A 

SITE C 
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The key matters from a landscape perspective to be considered if development were to be proposed for 

Site B are as follows: 

 overall design and character, especially with reference to heritage assets; namely the Grade 1 

listed Church building and the mature copse of the registered park and garden, such that any 

development makes a make a positive contribution to the historic and built environment 

character;  

 retention of three on-site mature oak trees, in a way that their long term contribution to 

landscape character is secured; 

 views of the site from the footpath and the role of the existing boundaries’ copse planting; 

 retaining and enhancing green infrastructure connections, including existing habitat corridors; 

 careful consideration of the relationship with the adjacent Village Farm/ Smithy Bank 

development; 

 design of any streets and junctions; 

 create a sense of place which is locally inspired and integrates with surroundings, where street(s) 

are defined by the position of buildings, are overlooked, visually interesting and do not form 

barriers for the community; 

 grouping of buildings to reflect the character of the village; 

 homes that are built using high quality, locally relevant materials and details; 

 meaningful open space within the development, where public or private use is clear; 

 careful consideration to car parking and bin storage provision.  

 

6.7. Malbank Waters 

Malbank Waters is a canal-side housing development, built on a greenfield site, which has extended the 

southern boundary of the built-up area of Nantwich.  It has been developed in two phases.  The 

development comprises two storey red brick houses and some three-storey blocks of flats.  There are a 

range of house sizes, types and tenures built using standard house types.  It is not tenure blind.  It makes 

no reference to the local context and lacks any locally distinctive character.  The development takes 

advantage of good views to the south and is very visible from the railway.  There is very little landscape 

infrastructure and limited internal tree planting, although this development has an attractive setting next 

to the canal, onto which some houses front.  

 

6.8. Kingsley Fields and Nantwich Town football club and ground  

Part of the first phase of Kingsley Fields (built on greenfield land in early 2000s) and the Nantwich 

Football club and ground are located in the parishes, where the parish boundary with that of Nantwich 

town follows a brook, crossed by Waterlode, a road built in the 2000s associated with the Kingsley 

Fields development.  The road dimensions and geometry are uncharacteristic of the local area as it 

sweeps round in a gentle curve, with wide junctions both at the aqueduct and with the football club 

entrance.  The blocks of flats back onto the road.  Roadside planting has matured and screens adjacent 

school playing fields.  The football club building is a large footprint building, with associated car park and 

little in the way of landscape screening.  A car wash building is planned near the junction of the football 

club entrance with Waterlode, which will form the access to the permitted Kingsbourne development.  

The Kingsbourne access road is under construction (August 2017).  

 

The existing Kingsley Fields housing which falls in the parishes comprises bland, red brick three storey 

blocks of flats backing onto and set back from the road by a wide grass verge.  (The inner parts of this 

development, which have lower rise housing and more tree-planting have matured to become a place 

with some local distinctiveness, but with no reference to the adjacent historic character of Welsh Row 

or anything characteristic of Nantwich or South Cheshire).   

 

6.9. Scope for new development other than in Acton village 

New town edges for Nantwich have been, and will be created by the permitted housing development in 

the parishes.  The landscape effects of any further encroachment are considered below: 
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West of the permitted Kingsbourne, Henhull 

This land is within the registered battlefield, and therefore based on recent planning decisions and advice 

would not be deemed suitable for development.  However from a landscape point of view, the open 

countryside defined by the boundaries of Welshman’s Lane to the east and the rear of properties in 

Acton village and Chester Road to the west contributes importantly to the visual and landscape 

separation between Nantwich and Acton.  It is visible in long distant views from many directions.  Any 

encroachment would lead to further coalescence of the settlements, with no defined boundaries.  

 

Extending Malbank Waters, east, south or west of the Shropshire Union Canal in Edleston 

The railway line forms a strong boundary to the east of the houses being built adjacent to Fields Farm 

and the adjoining Malbank Waters.  The canal forms a strong boundary to the west.  Buffers have been 

created in the development proposals, which segregate most of the houses from the railway line and 

create a new southern edge.  The agricultural land to the east forms a rural backdrop to this informal 

part of Nantwich Riverside.  Further south is a Local Wildlife Site.   

 

Within the registered park and garden of the Dorfold Estate 

It is known that the Dorfold Estate has plans to future-proof the sustainability of the Hall and Estate 

which would involve some development within the Estate grounds as well as the aforementioned 

enabling housing development in Acton village.  From a landscape perspective, the preservation and 

enhancement of the heritage assets (both built and landscape) is of the utmost importance.  This would 

not deter well-designed interventions.  Whilst the Local Plan provides for protection and enhancement 

of heritage assets and their settings, the landscape in the vicinity of the Hall and the walled gardens is 

currently not the subject of an overall vision, and would benefit from one, such that any development 

proposed can be assessed in light of a masterplan approach to the registered park and garden as a whole 

and the area near the Hall specifically.  

 

The Dorfold Estate has shared the following extract from its consultation with Historic England in this 

regard.  “Historic England welcomes and supports the Roundells’ desire to best equip the Dorfold estate for 

future resilience. Historically an estate such as Dorfold would have largely been supported by its land, through 

agriculture and the letting of property. We recognise the increasing difficulty of funding historic entities in this 

manner, and understand the need to diversify and adapt in order to provide the necessary income streams 

required to maintain these significant historic buildings, and their grounds.”29  

 

Basin End adjacent to the aqueduct 

A low-lying triangular area of land bounded by the Shropshire Union Canal and Chester Road 

immediately west of the aqueduct forms an important break from the western built edge of Nantwich, 

which is defined distinctively by the aqueduct.  The openness of this site is important for the setting of 

the aqueduct and contributes to the open countryside between Nantwich and Acton.  Reference to 

recreational use for this land has been made.  From a landscape perspective any built development on 

this land would severely compromise its landscape character and the open functions it performs.  

 

In back gardens/ on land adjacent to isolated houses  

Any development in open countryside would have to meet the exception tests set out in the Local Plan, 

policies PG6, SD2, SE1 and the SPD on Backlands and garden development30 as well as other policies.  

The importance of the impact on landscape character in determining any such applications can only be 

assessed on a case-by-case basis, with sufficient detailed information to appreciate the significance of any 

adverse effects and to understand the design intentions in detail.  From a landscape character and visual 

perspective, there would be sites which could accommodate appropriately, well-designed small-scale 

development.   

 

  

                                                           
29

 Extract from letter dated 17
th

 October 2017 from Historic England, provided by landowner, the Roundell family 
30

 Development on Backlands and Gardens (Crewe and Nantwich Borough Council 2008) 

http://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/planning/spatial_planning/cheshire_east_local_plan/supplementary_plan_documents/supplementary_plan_documents.aspx
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6.10. Views 

As described in the different LCPs, there are wide-ranging and long distance views from locations within 

the parishes, especially any slightly elevated areas.  The main views are to the east and the south, over 

the Cheshire Plain to the Peak District Hills, some 20 miles away.  Winter views across the plain, such as 

to the telescope at Jodrell Bank exist and these are longer ranging than in summer because of the 

reduced effect of vegetation obscuring views.  There are also views to the Sandstone Ridge range of hills 

which runs roughly north south from Frodsham to Whitchurch, about eight miles west of the parishes.  
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As described in the character assessment, views of the tower and of the Church of St. Mary the Virgin in 

Acton are visible from afar as well as from within the village of Acton between the clusters of buildings.  

Those shown on the map below are from existing public viewpoints, except for that from the Kingsbourne 

site, where the retention of views to the Church at Acton is set out as one of the urban design principles for 

the development.   Night-time views are also widespread because of the amber floodlighting of the church.  

 

Key views have been identified 

which are shown on the plans 

and described and illustrated 

over-page.  

 

 

From the west views can be 

obtained from surrounding 

roads including the Wrexham 

Road, Ravens Lane and from the 

east west footpath that crosses 

from Ravens Lane to the 

Chester Road.   

 

From the north views are 

obtained from the A51 in 

different places, from the 

Chester Road through Acton 

village and from the tow path.   

 

From the east views are also 

obtained from the towpath as 

well as from the Chester Road 

and from Welshmans Lane, the 

Kingsbourne site and Nantwich 

Riverside.  There are places on 

the towpath and Welshmans 

Lane from where Acton and 

Nantwich Church towers can be 

seen in the same wide view.   

 

From the south, views are 

obtained from the track that 

passes through the registered 

park and garden of the Dorfold 

Estate.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The map on this page illustrates how the views are gained from the more northern landscape character 

parts, which have a flatter topography and more open aspect with large fields.  The more rolling topography 

in the south of the parishes interrupts longer views.  
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CHURCH VIEWS 

 

  
The Church tower as viewed from Chester Road driving from 

Nantwich towards Acton village.  This gives the first impression 

of the settlement when arriving from the east.  

The Church viewed from the opposite of Chester Road at the 

junction with Monks Lane in the village of Acton.  

 

 
The Church tower’s south face from the east/west footpath 

between Chester Road and Ravens Lane 

The Church tower’s east face from the Shropshire Union Canal 

tow path 

  
The north elevation of the Church from Chester Road 

approaching from the north, with garages and newly converted 

Church Farm in front.  

Snatched views of the Church tower on the approach from the 

north along Chester Road. 
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KKEEYY  VVIIEEWWSS   

 

VIEW A: from Acton canal footbridge looking east across 

‘open countryside’/ registered battlefield to Peak District 

hills beyond.  

This is a slightly elevated view from the footbridge, but similar 

views are obtainable from gaps in the hedgerow along the 

towpath.  In future, houses from the Kingsbourne development 

will be visible in the middle distance.  The foreground forms part 

of the area proposed as a Local Green Gap.  

 

VIEW B: from Monks Lane and footpath looking east to 

Glebe House and St. Mary’s Church Acton. 

Sequential views of the west face of the Church tower and Glebe 

House create awareness of the approaching settlement of Acton, 

travelling from the west along Monks Lane.  Framed by the Monks 

Lane oak trees, views of the Church and Glebe House have a 

backdrop of vegetation.   

 

VIEW C: sequential view along west/ east footpath from 

Ravens Lane to Chester Road looking north east across 

‘open countryside’/ to the village settlement boundary, 

Glebe House and St. Mary’s Church Acton; 

Views of the Church tower’s west and southern faces are 

obtained from this footpath, with increasing sight of the 

Church building, nearby houses and significant oak trees, 

moving further east, and hence closer to the Church, along 

the footpath.  

 

VIEW D: view from bend in Shropshire Union canal and 

towpath looking south west across ‘open countryside’/ 

battlefield to slightly elevated St. Mary’s Church Acton. 

The Church tower and then the upper part of the building 

and roofs of other village houses come into view as canal 

users round the bend in the canal.   From this position it is 

also possible to view the Church tower of St. Mary’s 

Nantwich on the left through a gap in the hedge edging the 

towpath.  

 

VIEW E: from Chester Road near, 30mph sign, across ‘open 

countryside’/ battlefield to the cluster of village buildings 

including St. Mary’s Church Acton. 

The approach to Acton from Nantwich in the east along Chester 

Road provides oak tree-framed views across the openness of the 

registered battlefield to the village.  A key view signalling the 

approach to the settlement.  This is a locally favourite view which 

has been the subject for local artists.  

 

VIEW F: view from Shropshire Union canal and towpath at 

the aqueduct over ‘open countryside’ towards Basin End 

Marina with woodland backdrop. 

The sweep of the canal from the aqueduct, with the moored 

barges and the openness of the lower ground in front of Basin End 

Marina buildings reinforces the sensation of moving from town to 

open countryside.  The view behind from the aqueduct is of the 

built up area of Nantwich.   
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7. Key matters for the Acton Edleston and Henhull Neighbourhood Plan 

 

From the assessment above, the key matters which should form the basis of policies in the AEHNP are 

as follows: 

 The importance of the relationship between the open countryside and built development.  

Historically this applied only to the village of Acton, where there is a strong sense of enclosure, with 

intermittent far-reaching views.  New built and proposed development in the parishes changes this 

relationship, with development bleeding out into open countryside with little opportunity for 

creating anything other than a harsh built line. 

 The long-ranging views particularly in the Northern farmland LCP.  These provide visual interest for 

views from the area, but also mean that these parts of the parishes are visible from elsewhere.  The 

views, such as those of Acton Church tower should be recognised and not be compromised by 

future development.  

 The importance of retaining Acton’s character as distinctive from Nantwich and not allowing 

coalescence between the settlements to take place.  To consider this land for designation as a Local 

Green Gap, notwithstanding its part designation as a registered battlefield site.  

 The heritage significance in the parishes, which is represented by the Grade I listed St. Mary’s 

Church in Acton, Dorfold Hall, the Dorfold registered park and garden, the aqueduct and the 

registered battlefield.  The lack of interpretation in this regard, which was noted in the Parish Plan, 

which states that members of the public and the Battlefield Society expressed an interest in having 

some interpretation in the village and surrounding areas.  

 Farming practices including the appropriateness of narrow field margins, horsiculture, hedgerow 

removal and pond infilling in terms of the impact on the landscape character and biodiversity of the 

area.  

 The design quality of the new housing estate at Malbank Waters, which it is considered makes little 

reference to local context or vernacular and is weak in terms of the landscape structure that it will 

provide.  This is in contrast to smaller conversions and infill development under construction in 

Acton village, which have developed bespoke architecture which reflects local tradition and 

vernacular to a much greater extent.  The policy implications being that design which reflects the 

local character must be considered, and that these will vary from place to place within the parishes.  

Policies must ensure that any future development creates a sense of place which is locally inspired 

and integrates with surroundings and is visually interesting, where streets are defined by the position 

of buildings, are overlooked and where car parking provision is adequate using a range of parking 

treatments. 

 The need to meet exception tests for one-off housing development on land in open countryside and 

such as in gardens.  The importance of such proposals to be considered on a site-by-site basis.  

 The visual significance of oak trees in the parishes and in particular along the approaches to and in 

the fields surrounding Acton village and in the Dorfold registered park and landscape.  Removal can 

cause harm to the visual setting of the village.  This is exemplified by the oak tree which formed part 

of the northern gateway to the village, cited in the Conservation Area Character Appraisal, which 

has been removed for sight-line purposes for the Church Farm housing development. 

 The importance of ‘of South Cheshire’ vernacular, such as black and white railings and finger posts, 

stone kerbs, estate paled fences, gable end round ‘porthole’ openings in brick buildings and the lack 

of uniformity of adjacent buildings in height, mass, roofscape, materials etc – whilst complementing 

each other to form compact, striking groupings – all of which creates local distinctiveness.   

 The popularity and significance of the Crewe and Nantwich circular footpath, which passes through 

the parishes; and of shorter circular walks which emanate from Nantwich along the canal towpath 

and from the Llangollen branch of the Shropshire Union Canal further west.  The continued 

aspiration for a footpath to be created along Marsh Lane, as set out in the Parish Plan.  

 The crucial role the car park in Acton village plays as a community asset. 

 The absence of any community amenity open space in Acton village.  

 The absence of a cycle track from Acton into Nantwich. 
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 The need for the environmental improvements along Chester Road in and approaching the village of 

Acton, despite the 30mph speed limit (20mph adjacent to the school at certain times of day), which 

is not adhered to.  

 The desirability of creating a more distinctive place for Acton, especially at its gateways, to signal the 

entry to the settlement and to a place where people might be walking and crossing the road. 

 The importance of establishing clear vision for the function of any roads or streets which are 

proposed as part of development proposals, such that the design of the road or street  is fit for 

purpose and does not form a barrier for the community.  

 

 

It is recommended that polices in the AEHNP cover the following: 

 Landscape character and views. 

 Local green gap between the east of Acton village and Welshman’s Lane. 

 Protecting vegetation and enhancing hedgerows including new plantings. 

 Heritage. 

 Design principles for all types of new development (housing, employment, extensions etc). 

 Traffic impacts and the functional design of any streets or roads. 

 Specific traffic calming, gateway and footpath and cycleway projects.  
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APPENDIX 1 Building for Life 12 assessment criteria 

 

Integrating into the neighbourhood 

1 Connections 

Does the scheme integrate into its surroundings by reinforcing existing connections and creating new ones; whilst also 

respecting existing buildings and land uses around the development site? 

 

2 Facilities and services 

Does the development provide (or is it close to) community facilities, such as shops, schools, workplaces, parks, play 

areas, pubs or cafes? 

 

3 Public transport 

Does the scheme have good access to public transport to help reduce car dependency? 

 

4 Meeting local housing requirements 

Does the development have a mix of housing types and tenures that suit local requirements? 

 

Creating a place 

5 Character 

Does the scheme create a place with a locally inspired or otherwise distinctive character? 

 

6Working with the site and its context 

Does the scheme take advantage of existing topography, landscape features (including water courses), wildlife habitats, 

existing buildings, site orientation and microclimates? 

 

7 Creating well defined streets and spaces 

Are buildings designed and positioned with landscaping to define and enhance streets and spaces and are buildings 

designed to turn street corners well? 

 

8 Easy to find your way around 

Is the scheme designed to make it easy to find your way around? 

 

Street & Home 

9 Streets for all 

Are streets designed in a way that encourages low vehicle speeds and allows them to function as social spaces? 

 

10 Car parking 

Is resident and visitor parking sufficient and well integrated so that it does not dominate the street? 

 

11 Public and private spaces 

Will public and private spaces be clearly defined and designed to be attractive, well managed and safe? 

 

12 External storage and amenity space 

Is there adequate external storage space for bins and recycling as well as vehicles and cycles? 
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